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198 McALLISTER SfREET, SAN FRANCISCO , CALIFORNIA 94102

September 8, 1975

Rena Riclcles

is a Politician
An interview with Wally Knox
Today is election day in Emeryville, a city of 4,500 lying adjacent
to Oakland on the Bay. It is a community caught somewhere between the
ethnic politics of the late 19th century and the demands of our decade
for municipal sophistication. One of
us, a second year student here at
Hastings, is making her own bid for
election, her own attempt to define
the course of Emeryville's growth.
She is Rena Rickles, a woman with a
weighty list of achievements that
range from President of the Alameda
County National Woman's Political Caucus and member of the Democratic State
Central Committee to tutoring in the
Fillmore out of Sacred Heart Church ,
There are two seats to be filled
in this hotly contested election.
Those seats were vacated on June lOth
when the councilmen were recalled by
the voters, so the seats are for the
remainder of the unexpired terms to
March, 1978.
The contest in Emeryville is extremely complex, reflecting the mix
of elements in the cODDlluni ty. Very
briefly, Emeryville has been politically dominated by its relatively consolidated Italian and Portuguese communities since the end of the last
century. That dominance remained inflexible while half the popUlation became black. Another element entered
the political scene when Emeryville
became the site of an intense development effort. Within the past few
years the conflict between the new
real estate interests and the oldline ethnic forces festered until culminating in the recall effort which
set the stage for today's election.
I wondered what had motivated
Rena to run. Certainly, law school
is more than enough work for all of
us. But more importantly, I was curious to know more about a person who
was an unabashed politician in a decade that seems to have run dry of
political optimism.
We met apd talked over coffee in

the Commons i n the morning last Augus t 21st.
WALLY: Rena, t here are two seats oper
on the counc il now . Who are you facing as opponants?
RENA : Ten other candidates, two of
whom were hand- picked by the recall
f orce s p rio r t o t he June 10th r ecall.
Because t he size of the electorate is
s o small and the number of candidates
is s o large, a few votes can make the
difference oetween my winning and lo?
ing. Ther efore a time consuming and
eff e ctive c ampaign has been essential
WALLY: I wanted t o ask about t hat.
Most of us i n law school find it difficult enough to j uggle our course
work and a little relaxation t o boot.
Aren't you going to f i nd it d i f ficult
reconciling c ourse work , campaigning
and serving a s a councilperson?
RENA: Yes, it will be d iffi cul t .
Especially in the first weeks of
school right up to the election on
September 2nd. Ironically , it takes
more time to campaign for office than
to actually serve. Let me t e ll you
what my present schedule is.
WALLY: Shoot.
RENA: I arrive at school a t 8:00 ,
study till my first class. Immedi ately after classes (constitutional
law, land use planning, community
property, federal income tax, and
moot court) I go home to Emeryville
and conduct a door to door campaign
till 8:00PM. Fortunantly Emeryville
is a small enough town to enable a
concerned candidate to meet all the
voters before election. At 8:00 PM
I attend candidates night s, home p arties, community activities in order
to discuss the issues with small
groups. That usually lasts till 11 :OC
PM.
WALLY: Sounds rough. Why are you doing it?
RENA: Because I truly believe anyone
who enters the public arena a nd who
aspires to leadership there, as I do,
must be ready to shoulder these de- .
mands and pressures.
WALLY: Rena, it's not popular thes e
days to be a politician. And it you
are one it's becoming conventional to
characterize yourself as "not like
the rest", not really a poli tician.
Are your a politician?
RENA: I have no problems with t he
word "politician". I have a problem
with the connotation.
WALLY: What's that?
RENA: Someone whose conce rn with the
voters ends on election day. In a r ecent survey, politicians ranked 19th
of all professions .. . righ t behind
used car salesmen. To me becoming a
politician should mean be coming actively involved in the c rusade for
people-minded government.
WALLY: That's pretty broad, What
does that mean for Emeryville now?
Give me a specific.
RENA: Emeryville faces huge problems
which it has not come to grips with .
It requires radical shifts from its
past public priorities. While it has
a huge tax base because of its high
continued on back page

VIDEOTAPE LIBRARY:
Use ItI
THE HASTINGS VIDEOTAPE LIBRARY is now
operating in combination w5.th the Television Office at 305 ｲｾｬ､･ｮ＠
Gate Ave.
__ Room 211. Videotape Library facilities are available for your use Monday-Friday between 8:30 A.M. and 5:00
P.M.
Our videotape collection is currently
divided into four categories :
1 . HASTINGS COLLEGE OF ADVOCACY
(200 Tapes) All lectures, panel dis cussions and demonstrations taped annually at Hastings' College of Advocacy since 1971 . These tapes have
earned a nat i onwide reputation among
legal institutions and provide excellent instruction on civil trial advocacy .
2. CEB - CONTINUING EDUCATION
OF THE BAR ( 65 Tapes) This CEB videotape collection presents instruction
on :
Administrative Law
Busi ness Law
Ci vi l Litigation
Criminal Law
Family Law
Probate and Trust Law
Real Estate
Tor ts and Wor ker s ' Compensation
3. HASTINGS COLLEGE OF THE LAW
(22 Tapes ) Pr ograms produced at
Hastings Television Office . Of special i nter est to you may be ｴ｡ｾ･ｳ＠
HCL
9- 74- HCL 12-74: Hastings Alumni As sociation, LAW ｐｾｃｔｉｅ＠
FORUM- September 1974. This 8-meinber Alumni panel
discuss the employment situation for
the attorney today, the cost of setting up and maintaining a law office
and geogr aphic opportunities for employment.
4. NON- LAW RELATED VIDEOTAPES
(6 Tapes) In hopes of providing videotapes of general inter est to the
Hastings community, this section now
includes tapes covering events leading up to and including ex- President
Nixon's r esignation speech; the July
17 Apollo- Soyuz Space Meeting; and,
one program on Ed Sadlowski, newly elected District Director of the Chicago- Gary, Indiana region of steel
workers.
Adjacent to Room 211 is the Library
Viewing Room where you may view these
tapes privately or in small groups .
Videotape Catalogs are available in
the Television Office where you may
also arrange viewings of these programs with MS. Beverly Brown or by
calling her at 557-3864.
Videotape instruction may provide a
refreshing and unique resource to
your regular course work, and your
full use of these facilities is welcomed.

Ha s t i ng s Law Ne ws / Se p t. 8 ,

staff

Are YDU Experienced?

THE LAW NEWS WOULD LIKE TO VERBALIZE YOUR EXPERIENCE: ANYTHING
THAT YOU HAVE SEEN, VISITED, READ, DONE, EATEN, PLAYED, PRACTICED, BAKED, RIDDEN, CLIMBED, . . . OR ANYTHING ELSE THAT YOU
HAVE ｐｅｒｓｏｾａｌｙ＠
EXPERIENCED AND WOULD LIKE TO COMMUNICATE TO
OTHERS. SUBMISSIONS CAN BE HAND-WRITTEN OR TYPED AND SHOULD
BE DELIVERED TO THE LAW NEWS ｾｆｉｃ＠
- S5 ｈｖｾ＠
ｾｔＮ＠

Edi tor :

John McNellis

Ass i stant Editor:

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Staff:

Professional Responsibility L. W& R INSTRUCTION
THE PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY
EXAMINATION will be given on OCTOBER
11, 1975, at 10:30AM. The filing
deadline is SEPTEMBER 2, 1975.
The examination will be of two
hours duration and will consist of
non-essay questions.
The filing fee is $15.00, and is
non-refundable.
EXAMINATION LOCATIONS are San
Francisco and Los Angeles.

This year remedial writing instruction will be available to first
year students with special writing
problems. The instruction will cover
basics of grammar, composition, and
style, and will take place in class
meetings and conferences with the two
workshop Instructors, both of whom
are experienced writing teachers.
Interested students should contact Ms. Leitch in the Legal Writing
Office.

197 5

Richard Trutani c

Wa lly Knox
St eve Brumme l
St eve Frances chi
Ann Steinbrugge
Pat Kernighan
Lawrence Wilson
El Hadi T. Shabazz

NEED A HOME?

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

SCOTTISH DANCING

Furnished Studio Apt, s ublet at Hastings House: available immediately,
We have a small supply (they promised , If we have eight or more students in- $l25/mo or less; contact Douglas Wilto send more) of the applications for terested in learning Scottish Country coxen, Hastings House 225 Hyde or
the Professional Responsibility
Dancing on Fridays at Noon let Dorothy leave message with manager or at 673exam available in Room Ill.
Mackay Leitch know (room 106).
10l6.

We've got a plan
to make your banking easier.

theCa.........•
What we've got is a very
special package of services
designed specifically for college students. We call it the
College Plan, and here's what
makes it so special:
The C911ege Plan
Checking Account.
First you get completely
unlimited checkwriting for
just $1 a mpnth. (Free during
June . July and August.) You get
monthly statements. And the account / '
stays open through the summer even /,.'
with a zero balance, so you don't / ｾ＠
have to close it in June, reopen it in
the fall.
Personalized College Plan Checks
are included at a very low cost. Scenic
other style checks for a little more.
Ｇ ｂ｡ｮｫａｭ･ｲｩ｣､ｾ＠
Next, if you're a qualified student
sophomore standing or higher, you can also get
BankAmericard. Use it for tuition at state universities, for
check cashing identification and everyday purchases. Conｾｲｶ｡ｴｩ･＠
credit limits help you start bUilding a good credit
history:
Overdraft Protection. This part of the package helps you

avoid bounced checks, by covering
all your checks up to a prearranged limit.
Educational Loans. Details on
Studyplan GD and Federally Insured loans are available from
any of our Student Loan
Offices.
Accounts. All
our plans provide easy .
ways to save up for holidays and vacations.
Student Representatives. Finally, the College Plan gives you individual
help with your banking problems.
Usually students or recent graduates themselves, our Reps are located
at all our major college offices and' are
easy to talk with.
Now that you know what's included, why
not drop
one of our college offices, meet your Student
Rep, and get in our College Plan. It'll make your banking a
lot easier.
Depend on us. More California college
students do.

m

BANKOFAMERICA
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HASTINGS CLASS STRUGGLE
On the eve of this nation's bicentennial, the people are confronted
with a demonic fascist goverment which
would put the Exorcist to shame. So
long as monopoly capitalism headed by
the power elite refuse to let any
meaningful changes or political alternatives exist (Black Panther Party,
Socialist Party, etc. ), we can be
certain tqat the germs of modern scientific fascism will continue to
grow. Diagnostic symptoms of modern
scientific fascism are chronic racism; constant involvement in foreign
wars; political leaders committing
crimes against the people; the "people" who are afraid to punish and
make an example out of those-, poli tical leaders who commit crimes against
them (Ford-Nixon Conspiracy); government suppressing, spying, and assasinating the people; large numbers of
political prisoners; political ｰ｡ｲｴｩ･ｾ＠
controlled by the same class; and
class struggle. These are just a few
outward signs of modern scientific
facism which exist in blatent "buck
naked" t"orm in this country.
It is time that we as law students clarify and expose the facade
and illusion which engulf us. We
must realize that the Constitution
was written by a group of aristocratic lawyers who wrote a ｣ｯｮｾｲ｡ｴ＠
which divided the spoils of the Revolution and included along with the
land owners, those who owned personalty---stocks, bonds and the means of
production. (Charles Beard, An Eco-

nomic Interpretation of the Constitution). Today, we see the decendants of
those barristers who wrote the Constitution committing crimes against
the people of this country.
Law students, above any other
level of the legal profession can begin to change tradition and the status
quo. We can do this by raising our
voices and crying out against those
who disgrace the very means by which
we are to make our living.
Hastings, along with the other
national law schools, is a part of
this fascist machinery in that it is
an establishment institution. Hastings is supported and endorsed by the
national elite. This institution
serves the useful function of the status quo by turning out new recruits to
fill those vacancies which develop due
to the changing of the old guard.
In a class society such as ours,
the ruling class controls the institutions. The reason why the ruling
class controls is because they have
the physical power to make people do
what they want. By controlling the
physical, the ruling class controls
the mind.
Hastings up until very recently
only catered to the upper white bourgeois class. The LEap struggle of the
last year was the first major clash
between the haves and the have-nots.
The major issue in that struggle was
who was best qualified to speak for
the needs of the have-nots, the haves
or the have-nots.

EI Hadi T. Shabazz
One point must be made clear.
The LEOP student coming from the lower class is under the pressure of being extinguished. The LEOP student
is a colonized student in that his
future and those that may follow are
victims of the economic vacillations
of the power elite. In short, no money---no LEap. I, for one, will not
surcome to the slave mentality of
thanking "masta" for being accepted
as a good nigga. Therefore, I should
be thankful for this opportunity to
become like him.
The LEOP student along with the
rhird World community-at-large is enｾ｡ｧ･､＠
in a struggle for survival. On
ｾ｡ｭｰｵｳ･＠
across the country, the lowｾｲ＠
class student is struggling for
survival _in the face of governmental
cutbacks in funding. The scenario is
going to run something like this.
Gerald Ford is going to be elected as
President. Upon his election, the
right wing reactionaries are goinq to
close ranks. Ford will then bring
out his welfare reform program which
will be approved by a frustrated and
poltroonic Democratic congress. Eventually, Dean Anderson will get a directive from the California state legislature directing him to phase out
the LEOP program.
This may sound absurd and over
simplified. But even if this is are'
mote possiblility, preparations to
protect our class interest should begin now while the waters are only
choppy. My next article will discuss
---What Must Be Done.

REGISTRA TION,HASSlE: Situation Normal ....
eral of the examinations given in the
Fall and Spring began late. For some
exams, more students were assigned to
Lawrence Wilson
a room than could be accomodated, for
others an insufficient number of examination pepers was printed. In at
It's about time the administraleast one instance, the room full of
tors on 1M took a long, hard, critistudents waited while the professor
cal look at what is going on in the
proofread his exam in front of them.
departments under their noses. The
Even more aggravating is the
work of the admissions department and
casual cavalier attitude of the Regis.
the Registrar's Office, crowded betrar's staff in monitoring the adminhind the double glass doors on the
istration of exams. This can be exmain floor can at best be characterpected from individuals who have neized as inefficient, and at worst as
ver gone through the trauma of pregrossly incompetent.
paring for a law school exam. The
The admissions department, the
persons who have been responsible for
fifedom of May Yoshida, has the guts
handing out papers are inaudible beto charge every hopeful applicant
yond the first rows and have none of
$20.00 to look at her application,
the sense of authority needed to brinE
and then fails to inform the appliorder to a classroom full of nervous
cant of the status of her application first-year students. Responsible 2nd
until two weeks before registration.
and 3rd year students, sensitive to
What or where the bottleneck is this
the need for smoothly administered
writer doesn't know. But the simple
examinations, should be used as monfact is that application volume has
itors.
apparently outstripped the ability of
During the last days of the
the Admissions department to handle
Spring term, students were asked to
it. Applicants who pay fees to the
address an envelope in which their
LSAT for both the test and the progrades, they were told, would be mailcessing of scores and financial ined to them. The envelopes were not
formation, and then must pay each of
mailed until August 7 & 8; some were
the University of Galifornia Law
mailed later. Those students who had
Schools twenty dollars to treat them
been waiting all summer for their
like non-entities have a right to be
grades to reach Long Beach arrived at
angry-. If May Yoshida needs more
Hastings during the week of registrastaff, the College should provide it.
tion to be told by a grinning secreFirm deadlines for applications
tary that the primary business of the
should be set, late applications reoffice is registration, your grades
turned,with their checks uncashed! and have been mailed to you. Some envethose on time nrocessed quickly. To
lopes arrived with a myriad of inforinsure this, firm internal deadlines
mation but no grade print-out. The
need to be set to insure that the pa- ultimate responsibility for seeing
per moves along.
that all this is coordinated, that
During the past year, the Restudents are promptly informed of
gistrar's office, under the direction their grades and given class schedof assistant registrar Paul Earlenules so that they may plan the ensuing
baugh, has fallen on its face in
year, lies with the Registrar.
three areas affecting students. Sev-

Adding injury to insult, third
year students who thought they would
be registering first on Thursday, having received low numbers, arrived to
find that, because of the lack uf an
adequate control system, students
with high numbers were moving in
front. What is the purpose of the
lottery system if the assigned registration order is not kept?
The next item of interest to students is the deadline for choosing
the method of grading a student will
use at Hastings. Will this deadline
sneak up and pass, with the very real
options between the Four Tier and the
numerical grading system going undiscussed (as happened last year)? An
inquiry earlier this summer as to
when the decision must be made
brought the arrogantly casual response from one member of the registrar's
staff that the date would be set when
they got around to it. There were no
plans for public discussion of the
pros and cons of each course of action. (Dean Wilson seems determined
to give this some attention. )
This roasting will come as no
surprise to Mr. Earlenbaugh. He fully expects it, based on his ｳｴ｡･ｭｮｾ＠
to other members of the Hastings community. The HLN is glad he recognizes the shortcomings of the department, and, its about time. Now the
question is: can something be done
about it?
It should be noted that Dean
Riegger, in his position as Registrar,
oversees both the admissions and the
registrar's office. His office on
1M is too far removed, and his other
responsibiliti es too great to ･ｦ｣ｾ＠
tively oversee the downstairs operation. However, he bears the final responsibili ty.
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LEGAL RESEARCH &WRITING:
by Lawrence Wilson
by Dorothy MacKay Leitch
Law schools have always provided
students some basic course in legal
writing, but such courses have usually been a secondary assignment for
professors interested in other subjects. Since 19.72, Hastings has recognized that legal writing is an essential part of a student's training
and has given it a prominent place in
the first year curriculum.
Beginning with the premise that
persuasion is the goal of legal writing, the standard course was reformulated by Professor Thomas R. Kerr in
1973 and at that time the present
course was organized around a theoretical foundation for the study of legal discourse and a practical method
for teaching legal writing.
Using persuasion as the goal,
first year students at Hastings learn
to write letters, memoranda, briefs
and even judicial opinions with a
view to influencing their particular
audience. In order to persuade these
audiences students learn and understand the lawyer role in his or her
writing. The tone, style, and structhe introduction, explanation, and anture of the writing depends on the
alysis of each assignment as well as
particular audience and function of
commentary in detail on the many stuthe document. Students learn how to
dent papers. The work is graded and
analyze facts and rules and how to
carries three units of credit for a
present this analysis in both adveryear's work.
sary and advisory writing. Both ProIt has not been smooth sailing
fessor Kerr who designed the new
all the way, of course. Whenever recourse, and Professor Randall D. Morquirements of a course are made more
rison who takes over as Director of
rigorous and demands are made for exLW&R this year, come to Hastings with
cellence, there are always cries of
a background in rhetorical analysis
pain as well as of praise. Some of
of legal documents. Both have held
positions as professors in the Rhetor- the cries have been legitimate. As
with any new course it has taken time
ic Department, UC-Berkeley, prior to
and experience to iron out the bumps.
joining the faculty here at Hastings.
Last year an Ad Hoc Committee on
Before this academic year is finLW&R consisted of members of the facished, first year students can expect
ulty-at-large, student representato write a demand letter, opinion letter, office ｭ･ｯｲ｡ｮｾＬ＠
pleadings, memc tives from the first, second, and
of points and authorities and a brief. third year classes, and two Instructors from the program itself. ProWith the help of a syllabus they will
fessor Morrison has taken their recomstudy the basic form and function of
mendations into account when revieweach document before sitting down to
ing and scheduling this year's course.
write it. When they are finished,
Two intensive teacher training
they'll receive criticism not only on
sessions
have been held with all 1975"the law" but on the structure, style,
and "persuasiveness" of their writing. 76 Instructors and the second one was
Other schools cannot give this kind of brought to a close with a student paninstruction and criticism because they el from last year's class. All
have no theory of legal writing to ex- things considered we should experience a "very good year". Certainly
plain the practice.
it's my personal intention to do all
This is the fourth year the
I can to make it so.
course has been in operation at HastA final comment .. Get the basics
ings. The work of teaching is carnow.
Build a strong foundation in
ried out by 25 young attorneys who
legal
writing,
and then let this new
practice law or clerk in the courts of
dimension work for you in establishSan Francisco. These ｹｾ＠
19 men and
women are outstanding graduates of the ing your legal career. I am convinced that the graduating class of
country's major law schools and are
'76 will enter the legal community
beginning careers as clerks to the
with something "extra" to offer beCalifornia and federal courts, Deputy
cause of their background in LW&R.
Attorneys General, lawyers with the
NLRB, and lawyers with other major
Bay Area law firms.
Over half of these Instructors
are Hastings graduates who see their
work as one way to make a significant
contribution to their law school. The
stipend given for their work as Instructors is small but the experience
in teaching and the participation in
the program seems to be enough to draw
them.
Instructors teach a one hour
class each week, hold conferences with
individual students three times during
the course, and are responsible for

Early in the 1974-75 school
year, former Dean Thomas Kerr, developer of the Legal Writing and Research Program, addressed the first
year class on the program. In his
remarks he said substantially: ':Don
't waste your time trying to change
this course or to make it pass/fail,
it has been tried and it won't work."
On the last day of classes for the
academic year, late in the Spring
Semester, the full Faculty proved him
right by a narrow vote of 16-14.
The struggle to improve the LW&
R program and to implement a pass/
fail option ended in defeat, but
there are important lessons to be
learned about formulating a strategy
to counter the way the administration
and the academic bureaucracy deal
with the demands of the 1500 students
at Hastings College of the Law.
In October, several first year
students, including some elected to
the ASH Council, found that individual complaints about the program had
fallen on deaf ears. Because dissatisfaction appeared to be so widespread, the students formed a committee on LW&R. Early along it was decided that the committee, to insure
its being representative and to maximize communication, should be coroposed of one representative from each
of the 25 LW&R Sub-sections and all
of the 10 first-year ASH reps. The
committee was voted an official ASH
Committee, allowed to reserve rooms
and to charge duplication costs to
the ASH account. Meetings were held
almost weekly, with a rotating chair;
responsibility for reaching and implementing decisions was shared among all those who attended the meetings. Later the chair devolved to
one person, whose main job was to propose an agenda and to insure that the
group reached a decision on each item.
Decisions were made, for the most
part, by consensus.
During the first semester, much
time was spent trying to get promises
of change from the directors, Thomas
Kerr and Randall Morrison. It quickly became obvious that Morrison, despite his title as Director of the
LW&R program, made no decision without consulting Kerr. A two-page list
of five categories of requested
changes submitted to Morrison "with
the hope that they be incorporated into the class next semester," received
no reply. When the committee requested representation at the only
meeting between instructors and the
directors, they were given a tentative yes by Morrison, who reversed
himself following consultation with
Kerr. Students, the consumers of a
faculty product, and those best able
to evaluate it and to point out its
deficiencies, were excluded from participation in a meeting whose agenda
was virtually lifted from the list of
student complaints.
At the beginning of the second
semester, the committe, tired of being
denied even piecemeal changes, found
a strong consensus for demanding a
pass/fail option, on which there had
earlier been much discussion but no
agreement. Fully 85% of the first
year class signed a petition requesting that the class be given the option
of choosing a pass/fail designation instead of the grade earned in the
oourse. Dissatisfaction centered a-
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PUBLIC EXECUTIONS
IN CHINA

TWO PERSPECTIVES

by Richard Trutanic
round the poor quality of instructional materials distributed by the
directors and the poor quality of instruction in some subsections.
This pass/fail option demand,
and eight others, were presented to
Morrison in a meeting attended by all
35 members of the committee, at which
six students acted as spokespersons.
The option was refused. Kerr and Mor·
rison then proposed that the proposal be submitted to, and argued before the Student-Faculty Committee on
Academic Standards and Policy, a
Standing Committee of the Hastings
Faculty. Following vague assurances
of support from Dean Marvin Anderson,
the students agreed.
Once having submitted the proposal to the Academic Standards and
Policy Committee, the students were
somewhat bound to await and adhere to
any decision,' relinquishing substantial control over the pace of the decision-making process. Although conversations with Dean Anderson had
elicited his support, what form that
support would take (i.e. how far he
personally, or in his capacity as
Dean of the College, was willing to
go) was unclear. The proposal, following a strong presentation by student representatives, carried the stu'
dent-faculty committee by a vote of
5-2; a clear majority of the five
faculty members favored the proposal.
This victory was appealed to the
full Faculty by the program directors. By the time of this scheduled
Faculty meeting, the final assignments in the course were due, and how
to insure that the faculty actually
made a decision on the issue became
a crucial question. Despite information that a paper-witholding "strike"
had acheived concessions in an earlier year, a proposal that student's
be urged to withhold their names to
prevent grades from being recorded
was defeated in a rare vote in the
LW&R Committee. Thus was lost the
only opportunity to insure that the
faculty decided to accept or reject
the committee report at that meeting.
The faculty, with students being
invited to speak only at the last
minute, refused to grant the option,
based
a great deal on the information contained in a spurious ｡ｮｾ＠
inaccurate memo distributed to the
faculty by the program directors the
day before the meeting. Direct requests for a copy of this memo were
denied by Morrison, who later regretted this move. Following student com'
plaints about due process violations,
a motion to reconsider carried, grant·
ing a rehearing at the following, final faculty meeting of the year.
This vote came on the final day of
classes for the term. Despite the
close vote of 16-14 , the option
failed, leaving Kerr and Morrison's
program intact but their individual
and collective reputations somewhat
damaged. During the summer Dean Kerr
was transferred to Associate Professor.
Some of the lessons to be learned from this effort should be noted:
1. Communication with/among students
is essential to insute support. Mass
support comes only from informed
masses! Use the Hastings Law News
and post information on the walls.

2. Keep records, make ｷｲＱｾ･ｮ＠
memos
on all meetings among students and
incti vidnal and group meetings with
faculty members and administrators.
You will amaze at how recollections
of one meeting can vary!
3.
Demand the right to make presentations to committees and the full
Faculty and prepare for them well.
4. See individual faculty members to
explain positions and obtain support.
Where issues are complex, leave
written memoranda.
5. Don't rely solely on the administrative/academic decision-making process, at best it works slowly, at
worst it stalls interminably. Insist
on rapid replies to demand letters,
and other demands for action or decisions.
6. Don't forget that you/we own this
school. Our sweat built it, retires
its debts and pays its employees.
7. Remember that all struggles for
greater participation in the decision
-making process are one, each must
support the others and learn from
them.
8. Determine as quickly as possible
which individuals are really calling
the shots, don't waste your time dealing with lackeys.
9. Now that students sit as twosevenths of each of the standing Faculty Committees, those displeased
with progressive proposals will seek
to thwart the will of the committee
majority through manipulating the
jurisdiction of the committees, by
parlimentary maneuvering, and by simply defeating committee proposals in
full Faculty meetings.
10. Learn from the past. Ask members of the Lawyer's Guild, the Third
World Caucus,
ｾｨ･＠
Women's Union,
and progressive members of the ASH
Council for guidance and assistance.

There is a Complete
Line of Study Aids
Available from

HASTINGS
BOOKSTORE
EverJtldal for the Law Studeat!

for beat results, have your
BANKAMERICARD application

processed thrOUlh the bookstore.

Forms available
at the checkout caaat...

One of the least known aspects of
China's communist society is its judicial system. In a rare interview recently appearing in the NY Times, Hao
Shuang-Lu, deputy director of the
Tientsin People's High Court, gave
an unusual insight into the Chinese
judicial system, in particular, the
use of public executions in the criminal justice system.
Mr. Hao gave the following description of a recent execution of a
man convicted of mUltiple slayings:
A lone policeman in the blue uniform of China's Public Security Bureau entered at an appointed time ｴｾ＠
center of one of the city's (Tientsin)
execution grounds. A large crowd had
already assembled for the execution of
the murderer. The policeman stood a
moment and killed the prisoner w5th a
single shot. The public was vincicated.
In discussing public executions,
the deputy director emphasized that
such public executions are rare, reserved only for unrepentant criminals
who commit grave crimes arousing
"great public indignation". Such
crimes, he said, include rape and mur·
der but the punishment depends on the
circumstances of the case and the
character of the accused.
Mr. Hao did not say how many peo·
ple were executed in his city (Tientsin.) last year. From among what he
said were a "small handful", he cited
the example of the murderer. He explained: "The masses both in his disdistrict and organization were very
indignant; they and his work leaders
all agreed he should be sentenced to
death."
Mr. Hao added that the man had
been permitted an appeal and that the
conviction was upheld. After a mass
rally to "criticize and repudiate"
the murderer, he was then shot in the
ｭ｡ｮ･ｾ＠
described
in one of the
C1ty'S several public execution
sites.
Mr. Hao did not state how many
people attend public executions in
his city, but, in this instance, he
stated, "Because the killer had aroused great indignation among the
masses, everyone wanted to see his
death."
According to Mr. Hao, the opinion of ordinary people, the "masses"
he referred to, is one of the most
important aspects of the Chinese legal system.
Depending on the gravity of the
particular case, it may be tried by
one or several judges who, Mr. Hao
said, "arrive at the right decision
after extracting the opinion of the
broad masses."
"The principle is 'the majority
shall prevail' ," the deputy director
continued. Tnus, in a very serious
case, opinions are sought from the
"aroused masses" throughout the city
after posters detailing the crime
have been displayed in offices, factories, and other places of work.
In major "counterrevolutionary
and criminal cases", Mr. Hao said, it
is not just a question of extracting
the opinion of the masses but also of
mobilizing the population and organized mass rallies to criticize the
crime and to determine the punishment.
"In this way, we educate and arouse the consciousness of the peocontinued page 8
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JACK'S FLASH
Jack, having need of relief on
this bushless block, half ran into
the men's convenience on the third
floor. On his way to an unoccupied
receptacle, he was cut off by an obviously first year student.
"I say." Jack said, sounding as
offended as if someone had allowed
his great dane to eat off the Queen's
china. "Have you no respect for tradition?"
"What?" The novice asked, startled.
"I presume", Jack said dryly,"
that you're first year?"
"Yes. Why?"
"Because only a first ye'ar student unversed in the halcyon habits
of these hallowed halls would have
the effrontery to use that fixture
which since time immemorial has been
reserved for memgers of the Law Journal.'"
Uneasy, the first year student
laughed. "I get it. You're pulling
my leg." Someone snickered softly in
a stall.
"I have no desire to pull your
leg or anything else." Jack looked
sublimely haughty. His sense of urgency had eased as he began to enjoy
the baiting. "This," he said, stepping between the student and the wall,
"is the Law Urinal." He touched the
handle as reverently as a Talmudic
scholar would the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Mention Hastings College of the
Law to anyone in the legal profession,
and you're likely to hear a comment
on the Hastings faculty. The renowned scholars who comprise the Sixty-five Club have established a national reputation for Hastings as an
outstanding institution of legal education.
But this is not to say that all
of our top faculty members are over
sixty-five. Indeed, our school is
"The Law Urinal? "
fortunate to have a number of highly
"Yes." Solemnly.
talented younger scholars in its pro"I had no idea. I'm sorry."
fessional ranks. These young profesJack was glad that the others present
sors complement the wisdom and experhad chosen to disguise their amuseience of the Sixty-five Club with a
ment.
healthy blend of vitality, innovation,
"I'm afraid a simple apology won' and contemporary relevance.
t suffice."
A notable example is Robert Rein"NO?"
stein, who taught Constitutional Law
"Perhaps, a written mea culpa to
as a Visiting Professor here last
all the male members, few though they
year. Outside the classroom, Reinmay be, of the Journal. and the auqust stein demonstrated his talents as a
deans would ameliorate the situation.
constitutional scholat by writing an
Mercy the better part of justice and
article for the Hastings Constitutionall that rot."
al Law Quarterly on the history of exWhile speaking he had accomp :
ecutive privilege which has received
lished his initial goal and was now
national interest.
futilely running a comb through his
Professor Reinstein has returned
hair when the dam broke. The laughto Temple University this year, but
ter began in the last stall and workthere is still a chance that he can
ed its way out. Jack's grin confirm- ,be brought back to Hastings on a pered all and the student at first anmanent basis. He is a man who seems
gry and then gradually laughing tOOl
destined to acheive recognition as
stepped toward the.now unoccupied
one of the country's leading constispace.
tutional scholars, and as such he
"Oh well." The fledgling sighed, would be a great asset to Hastings.
"Everybody told me before I came here
We are mindful of the many comthat Law School was a pisser." The
plex considerations that go into the
collective groan was heard as far ahiring of faculty members. Nonetheway as the 3M mezzanine.
less, we take this opportunity to
urge that every effort be made to insure that in future years Hastings
students will have the privilege of
studying under Bob Reinstein.

Birth of a Law School
Although Hastings boasts the
nation's third largest law school
student body, few of its far-flung
alumni and even fewer of its students even know how the school got
its name.
Serranus Clinton Hastings College
of the Law should be the full name
for completeness' sake. It was
Serranus' contribution of $100,000
donated for the purpose of establish·
ing the law school founded under
the act of March 28, 1878, that
united his name with the college.
Even in 1878 Hastings was hardly
an obscure name. He had practiced
law for one year before moving to
Iowa territory at the age of 24.
Within eight years he was elected
to Congress from that Territory and
sat in the House with · such notables
as J olm Quincy Adams, Abraham
Lincoln, Stephen Douglas, and Andrew
Jackson.
Then when the Iowa Supreme Court
was established, he left Congress
to become its first Chief Justice.
The discovery of gold in California in 1849 and the opportunities
of the new frontier brought Hastings
west. He established both a law
practice and a banking deposit
office which were immediate successes. The prevailing interest
rate in those times was 10% per
month, a modest sum considering the
instability of the community.
Not quite a year after he began
his law ｰｲ｡ｾｴｩ｣･＠
the California
Legislature convened and appointed
Hastings Chief Justice of th6
state's first Supreme Court. After
serving a term he went on to be

I

'elected Attorney General.
In 1853 he retired from public
life after a highly successful
career. But he returned to public
life when the Hastings College of
Law was founded, adding "Dean" to
his long list of former titles:
justice of tpe peace, congressman,
militia officer, prosecuting attorney, first Chief Justice of two
states, and Attorney General of
California.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Anyone interested in ushering
at the American Conservatory Theater,
or at any other play, see the bulletin board outside Room 202 for details. There is no pay but you get
to see the shows for free.

CINE
So few American writers and
directors have been able to create a
film of epic proportion from contemporary subject matter that Robert Alt·
man's "Nashville" comes more as a revelation than a surprise. To say
Joan Tewksbury's script is multifaced doesn't do it justice, but basically, it uses the country music
milieu of Nashville to reveal some
truths about the American experience.
Altman seems the perfect guide to
take us through several days in the
lives of over 15 characters. His
style is loose- agile and spontaneous
- and so are his actors. All ' of the
players fall so well into the improvisational spirit of the film that it
is difficult to single anyone out,
but I especially enjoyed Barbara Harris as a kooky waif trying to get
that "big break" and Keith Carradine'
s cocky singing-star-on-the-rise.

As microcosm, "Nashville" is
rich in situation and details shifting smoothly between the uproarious
and the pathetic. Ronee Blakely, as
the sickly-saintly Barbara Jean, has
a breathtaking scene in which she absently interrupts her singing performance and instead tells rambling stor
ies of her childhood to a rude, uncaring audience. Indeed, it is the
film's unobtrusive, carefully observed nuances of human interaction
which give it stature, not the
script's broad political pretensions.
The viewer is forced to realize that
he shares something with those people up there on screen, be it a quick
tryst at midnight or a 10-car smashup orr the freeway. The final tritunph of "Nashville" is not what it
says about America, but what it tells
us about ourselves.
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SOME FREE STUDY TIPS
Yes, free advice comes cheap.
But why should you listen to this
more closely than, say, words of wisdom written on bathroom walls or the
gratuitous insights that bless the
sale of used casebooks?
ANSWERS: 1) Don't ignore rest
room graffiti--it's a great store of
earthy wisdom!
; 2) This column is
written by a 3d (third) year student
who has labored hard, merely to rise
to the middle of his class. If I
were in the bottom of my class, you
wouldn't lend an ear, and if I were
in the top, you shouldn't, because
what works for them probably won't
work for you; 3) The fact that I
have written down these tips, and
have nothing to sell with them, shows
you they deserve more weight than
things you have heard. Well, here
goes ...
1) Buy your casebooks used, The
marginal notes are usually helpful,
and the highlining helps you zero in
on what's important and skim what's
not, which is very helpful in courses
with tiresome, often overlong cases,
such as property and corporations.
2) Get the Gilbert's habit. Read
the cases, but follow the case material by reading the apposite sections
in that Gilbert's, and then reread
the whole, marked up Gilbert's again
for the final. You may prefer to
read the Gilbert's coverage before
it's covered in the reading or class,
especially if ' it's a difficult, confusing area, e.g., the hearsay rule
in evidence, or UCC 2-207 in contracts. And if you're really lazy,
you can pass most courses just by
reading Gilbert's and class notes,
which is a lesson in the utility of
Gilbert's. I'll sell my casebooks
after the exam, but I hold on to my
Gilbert's. NOTE for 3d year students
You can save the cost of outlines by
enrolling for the bar review courses
early and using ｾｨ･ｩｲ＠
outlines--it
saves reading them later, too, gives
you a head start!
3) Don't buy too many horn books,
and don't read them from cover to
cover, unless you're a real masochist.
They are just too detailed and you'
11 forget most of what you read by
exam time. Horn books are most useful as a starting point when you're
doing legal research, or to clear up
troublesome areas, e.g., libel per se
v. libel per quod.
4) Before you read a case, glance at
the chapter headings and sub-headings
so that you'll be cued into what to
look for. Most cases have one rule of
law, which you'll probably have to remember, plus often good background
explanations, and facts which help
cement the law in your mind.
5) Know when to quit. There comes a
point when studying becomes unproductive and you're just making yourself
miserable. Don't deny yourself Sat
and Fri nites off during the semester. It's unlikely such masochism
will improve your grades, tho it's
very likely to make you unhappy, or
worse.
6)
Keep your study periods short, but
numerous. When you get bored, switch
to another subject. Try to sandwich
non-study odds and ends between study
sessions. Reward conditioning works:
save the meal or the break until after each study session.
(You may not
want to use the "stick", but using a
"carrot" is fairly painless.) Begin

the study day with the boring subsave it and re-read it after you get
jects; save the interesting stuff for
your first exam grades, and throw it
last, when you're tired. Try to
away.
study a little every day, vice a lot
for 5 days, just to take 2 days completely off. Remember: The mind can
only absorb what the bottom can endure.
7) Brief the cases for the first seSAN FRANCISCO:
mester at least. Briefing hel?s
break you in to leagalese, case analyHastings: M-F 8am- llpm; Sat 9am- 10
sis and it's helpful in class. You
pm; Sun 9am-llpm
ｷｩｬｾ＠
probably find that formal briefCity Hall (Civic Center): M- F 8:30am
ing is required in only one or two
-5: l5pm
classes, 2d and 3d years. If your
Mills Branch (Mills Tower, Suite 950,
briefs are too long, you will regret
220 Bush St . ) : M-F 9am-1Opm; Sat 9
it at exam time. Keep the facts down
am- 5:30pm; Sun Noon-4pm
to a couple sentences. Extract and
Golden Gate (562 :Mission) : M- F 8amwrite at the top of each brief the
llpm; Sat & Sun Noon-8pm
rule of law it represents, for quick
Lincoln University Law School (281
reference.
Masonic): M-F lpm-1Opm; Sat 10am8) During you're three years in law
4:30pm; Sun 3pm-9pm
school, and especially during the
USF: M-F 8am-llpm; Sat 9am- 6pm; Sun
summers, attend trials. You can
Noon-1Opm
choose from criminal trials in the
Hall of Justice, civil in the City
BAY AREA:
Hall, and federal in the nearby Federal Bldg. Even though you'll miss a
Berkeley: Boalt Hall M-F 8am-Midlot of what's going on, what
you
night; Sat 8am-5pm; Sun 10am-tvliddo pick up will be worthwhile, and
night
it builds enthusiasm for law study by
Hayward: County Office Building, 224
reminding you that there is a real
West Winton Ave., M-F 8 :30am-6pm; Sat
world outside of law school which most
10am-lpm
practitioners find immeasurably more
Martinez: County Court House, M-F 9
enjoyable than law school.
am-5pm
9) Don't work at an outside job durOakland: Alameda County Court House,
ing the school year, unless you're
1225 Fallon St., M-F 9am-8pmj Sat 9
desperate for the bucks, or unless
am"':'5pm
you're trying to get in the heartPalto Alto: Stanford University, Mattack habit. It's not worth it, beF 8am-Midnight; Sat 9am-6pm; Sun lOam
cause it inevitably detracts from
-lOpm
your law studies and peace of mind
Richmond: County Court House 100 37
(and that of your spouse); and 98% of
th St., M-F 9am- 5pm
what you learn clerking for a firm
San Mateo District Attorney Branch
you can learn at the same job in the
Offices :
summer or after graduation.
(Most
Northern District Court Offices,
firms use law-students clerks, not be1050 Mission Road, South San
cause they're grooming them for later
Francisco, M-F 8am-5pm
employment, but because they're cheap
labor.) And don't be intimidated by
Central District Court Offices,
these people you see parading around
800 N. Humboldt, San Mateo, Mschool in their three-piece suits.
F 8am-5pm
Whether you call it "over-dress" or
"over-kill", it's really a symptom of
Southern District Court Offices,
job insecurity.
401 Marshall St., Redwood City,
10) -Prepare yourself mentally for the
M-Th 8am-1Opm; F 8am-5:3Opm; Sat
jolt you'll get after you've worked
10am-4pm; Sun lpm- 5pm
your ass off, and wind up with "averSan Rafael: Civic Center, Room C-33,
age" grades. Not everyone can make
M-F 8:30am-9pm; Sat 9am- 2pm
law journal. And a 78 average from
Hastings is something to be proud of--L-_________________________________________

and where to put
them to use

at least you would have probably
thought so before you were accepted
here, right? Believe it or not, you
can learn to live a happy life without
the positive reinforcement that comes
from'being in the top of the class.
And if that doesn't satisfy you, remember that there are lots of people
on law journal who will never make it
in the real, practical world. A certain, leading San Francisco firm recently fired an associate lawyer who
graduated first in his class from ｈ｡ｾﾭ
vard Law School. Why? Because he dld·
n't have any common sense!
11) Plan your next year's schedule
carefully and in advance. Pay close
attention to the Professor Evaluation
pamphlet. If you don't, vou can suffer through the whole semester or
year!
12) Finally, a) Don't be afraid to
study at school (which is very quiet
at night) if there are too many distractions at home. b) Daily exercise
helps and the nearby YMCA is very handy, open to men and women. c) If you
don't agree with what I've said, throw
this away. If you found it helpful,

LAKE'S LAW BOOKS
TRADITIONALLY SERVING
HASTINGS AND ALL BAY
AREA LAW STUDENTS.
CASEBOOKS - HORNBOOKS
OUTLINES - TAPES - SUPPLIES

Save Some $$$
YOU CAN USE YOUR
MASTERCHARGE & BANKAMERICARD

••

131 -142 McAlII.ter St. 863-2900
WEEKDAYS: 9:00 to 5:30
SATURDAYS: 9:00 to 5:00
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RENA RICKLES - CONTINUED
industrial element (90 % of all taxes
are paid by business!) it has not
spent even close to the amount of ｴｨｩｾ＠
money on improving the quality of lifE
of the majority of its citizens.
For example, the city is totally
devoid of parks, a library, any recreational facilities for children or
adults, a senior citizen program or a
youth program.
And it has a whopping
17% unemployment.
Finally, there are no formal affirmative action programs in the police department, fire department,
city offices or public employees
student population 75% black.
What has it spent its money on?
This is about impossible to determine
because the city has never had a budget! Therefore it is impossible to
tell in specifics where the money is
coming from or where it is going.
Yet the city expends three million
dollars annually, has an eighty-three
million dollar assessed property evaluation and is in the absurd financial situation of being two million
dollars in arrears in its public employees' pension.
WALLY: ｓｯｵｮ､ｾ＠
like if you're elected you'll be facing not just difficult problems but snme pretty rough
opponents as well.
RENA:
Yes, the biggest problem is
that people in this town have been
entrenched in the old ways for 75
years.
However, in my door to door
canvassing the citizens have almost
unanimously told me the city is ready
for a change.
WALLY: Are you off tilting at political windmills, or will you be able to
effect changes if elected?
RENA:
I think I will be able to make
changes for two reasons: first,

strong citizen support for the goals
I am advocating; secondly, because I
was the sole candidate endorsed by all
of the elected representatives of
Emeryville on the county, state and
federal level.
WALLY:
Including Ron Dellums and Senator Petris?
RENA: Yes. And Assemblyman John J.
Miller.
This will enable me to obtain state and federal funds so desperately needed in Emeryville.
WALLY: Watergate has a different
meaning for Emeryville doesn't it?
RENA:
Right.
There is a Watergate
in Emeryville.
It is an apartment
complex built in 1970 and comprising
half the registered voters.
It was
built on land fill which was previously used as the city dump.
The people
of Emeryville allowed it to come in
because the developers painted rosy
pictures of how the increased property tax revenues would be used to improve the general appearance of the
entire town.
WALLY: What happened ?
RENA:
Nothing.
The streets and sidewalks in the older part of town are
still in a state of severe disrepair.
38% of the housing is in the deteriorated, dilapidated category.
Only
the schools, built prior to Watergate,
are attractive. And this is because
the large ｩｮ､ｾｳｴｲ｡ｬ＠
tax base enables
Emeryville to spend over $2,900 per
student. Consequently, the Watergate
complex, located east of Interstate
80 on the waterfront, consisting of
mostly affluent singles, represents
both a physical and psychological affront to the people on the other side
of the freeway.
WALLY: The city is divided then physically and politically?
RENA: Not really, not for either the
people who live in the complex or the

JOIN THE LAW NEWS
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majority of the citizens who live in
the older part of Emeryville. This
division has been politically used by
both the developer of the Watergate
complex and by a minority of the former power structure in older Emeryville.
For concerned citizens of all
of Emeryville, the needs are the same.
We all suffer from the inability to
use a library, from the past deficient
police security and protection. We
all suffer from the mistrust and jealousy generated by the polarity of economics in Emeryville; from the fact
that some live in attractive surroundings and others in needlessly
dilapidated conditions.
WALLY: One last thing Rena.
A large
number of people here have been politically invplved. What can be done
to give you a hand?
RENA:
I understand the paper comes
out on election day.
Even so, i t is
still not too late to help me get out
the vote between 4:00 and 8:00 PM.
Emeryville is really only a fifteen
minute drive from Hastings. Anyone
interested, and I hope a lot of my
fellow students are, should contact
Assemblyman John Miller's office at
653-2424.
They'll do the rest.

EXECUTIONS CONT'D
pIe while at the same time dealing a
blow at class enemies," Hao said.
This system, he added, "is in opposition to the old way of dealing with
a case behind closed doors."
In discussing the overall organization of the legal system in China,
the deputy ､ｾ･｣ｴｯｲ＠
explained that
there were four grades of courts:
the Supreme People's Court of the
central government, high courts of
provincial and municipal governments,
intermediate courts of the districts
and regions, and county courts. All
of these are under the leadership of
the communist party.
Each grade of court has a director and deputy director.
Subordinate to them are a chief judge, deputy chief judge, and other judges.
The directors of the courts are appointed by the corresponding levels
of the National feople's Congress
while the judges are specially appointed by the revolutionary committees.
Defendants in civil and criminal cases are permitted one appeal
from each of these courts,with the
exception of the Supreme People's
Court from which there is no appeal.
The principal tasks of judges,
Mr. Hao emphasized, are to "grasp
Marxist-Lenninist-Maoist thought,
have close ties with the masses, be
devoted to serving the people and
take part in physical collective labor under the supervision of the party and the people."
As for- lawyers, there are lawyers in China, Mr. Hao said, but they
do only ordinary factory and office
work unless selected by the local
court to defend an accused. Their
ｲｯｬｾＬｩｮ＠
event of selection, is to
present the defendant's case which,
in serious cases, includes a duty to
aid the court in evaluating the defendant's character as well as in extracting the opinion of the masses.

Refreshments will be provided.
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